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or professional treatment from one medical
man towards another, and if it is to be borne
in the present state of the profession. I must
beg leave to state, that Mr. Rose agreed in
toto with the plan of treatment that had been
adopted, and the patient was perfectly satis-
fied with my attention ; but, on Sunday, his
conduct towards me was very different, and
I fear that some sinister influence had been
used, as he is quite in the power of Mr.
Rose’s friends, and dependent on them for
employment.
I shall feel obliged by your inserting this
in the next number of your valuable Jour-
nal. and am, Sir, yours, very respectfully,
J. HUTCHINSON. Surgeon.
Beaconsfield, Sept. 15, 1840.
LETTER FROM ST. GEORGE’S IN
THE EAST.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR:-In the report of the inquest on the
body of the child, Clark, published in the
24th No. of your valuable Periodical, there
appears a letter, written by Mr. Cory, sur-
geon, of St. George’s in the East, to the
mother of the deceased, in which, with no
little vanity and presumption, he has assert-
ed, that ’ he attends all the most respectable
families of the neighbourhood." Now, as
such a sweeping statement is calculated, I
consider, to produce a very unfavourable
impression on the public mind, with respect
to myself and many other practitioners resid-
ing in this densely-populated district,* or,
at least, to place us in a very unenviable
light, perhaps you will have the goodness to
permit me, through the medium of your
columns, to offer a few remarks in reply
thereto. I would observe, then, that the
respectable practice of the district in qurs-
tion is by no means monopolised by Mr.
Cory, or any other single individual. On
the contrary, I hesitate not to affirm, that
the share of such practice enjoyed by him is
<   ’ * 
*  his professional labours
being, it is well known, directed * < *
to attendance upon the poor women of the
neighbourhood, who, upon payment of
10s 6d, are admitted members of a nmninal
charity, which he has been pleased to desig-
nate the " East London Lying in Institu-
tion." I say a nominal charity, because,
independently of its name, the establishment
of which I speak possesses no existence-is,
in truth, a perfect nonentity. I have the
honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient
servant,
A MEDICAL PRACTITIONER OF
ST. GEORGE’S IN THE EAST.
* Our correspondent errs, the letter in
question was only calculated to produce an
"unfavourable impression on the public
mind" with respect to the author of that
communication.
PINE-STREET SCHOOL, MANCHES.
TER, PRIZE MEDALS.
ALDCROFT WALLER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR :&mdash;Will you have the kindness to in-
sert the following few lines at your very
earliest convenience :-I perceive that your
remarks on my letter, bearing the signa.
ture " FlAT JUSTITIA," in reference to the
distribution of the medals at the Pine-street
School of Medicine and Surgery, Manches-
ter, have called forth replies from Mr. Turner
and Mr. Hall. The former gentleman’s
answer is candid in the extreme, and cannot
fail in giving perfect satisfaction to those
students who are sifuilarly circumstanced
with myself. Mr. Hall has fallen into
an error, by stating that the reason why
three successful competitors have not re-
ceived their medals in due time is, their
neglecting to apply in the proper quarter,
and leaving Manchester without making
known their place of abode : for my own
part, I can assert, without fear of contradic-
tion, that frequent applications have been
made, and the answer invariably returned
was, that the medals would be got ready as
soon as possible. Three medals, at the pre.
sent time, are now owing me: one for sur-
gery ; one for midwifery, session 1837-38;
and one for practice of physic, session 1838-
39. I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.
London, Aug. 31, 1840,
SUSPENSION OF LIFE.
"BUT it is not during their embryo state
merely, that the vital actions of living be.
ings may be suspended by the deficiency of
external stimuli, and yet their vitality be
preserved. Both the vegetable and animal
kingdoms afford numerous examples of such
an occurrence at all periods of existence,
especially among their lower tribes. Mosses,
for instance, often appear completely desic-
cated in dry weather, and seem as if dead ;
whilst, on the application of moisture, they
revive in all their pristine beauty. The curious
Lycopodium of Peru exhibits this torporina
still more remarkable manner. When de-
siccated by drought, it folds in its leaves
and contracts its roots so as to form a ball,
which, apparently quite devoid of anirna-
tion, is driven hither and thither by the
wind; as soon, however, as it reaches a
moist situation, it sends down its roots into
the soil, and unfolds to the atmosphere its
leaves, which, from a dingy brown, speedily
change to the bright green of active vege.
tation. The Rose of Jericho is the subject
of similar transformations. Instances ex-
actly parallel are futnished by the animal
kingdom. The common Wheel-Animalcule
is one of the most remarkable, being capa.
